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was the case, they were equally ready to condemn and repudiate.2
Between these conflicting policies, the Indian people were ground into the dust. The security of the native rulers was practically gone from the moment Warrent Hastings confiscated the territories of the Rajah of Benares and assisted the Vizier of Oude to exterminate the Rohillas. Thus their own chiefs could not protect them from new ones whose wars of exploitation soon developed into wars of annexation. It was the Marquis of Welles-ley who first saw the monstrosity of the dual system, and who determined by hook or crook to put an end to native rule. With the total lack of scruple characterising most empire builders, he pursued a policy of deception, telling deliberate lies in his public despatches, while availing himself of every pretence to make wars and snatch territories.3
Justice, honesty, fair-play, and the wishes of the people never entered into the programme of Wellesley and his lieutenants, who entered wholeheartedly into his schemes. The only criterion was the chance of success for their enterprises. Arguing against immediate further conquest, the Marquis wrote to Munro:
"I agree with you that we ought to settle the Mahratta business and the Malabar Rajahs, but I am afraid that to extend ourselves will rather tend to delay settlement . , . as for the mshes.of the people, I put them out of the question."41 The italics are ours.
Munro was for out and out conquest, though he cautiously added, "we should not all at once attempt to extend ourselves so far, for it is beyond our power, but we should keep the object
2Sheridan described their attitude when he said that "there was omething in their operations which combined the meanness of a pedlar with the profligacy of a pirate. Alike in military and political manoeuvres could be observed auctioneering ambassadors and political traders, and thus we-saw a revolution brought about ^ by affidavits, an army employed in executing an arrest, a town besieged on a note of hand, a prince dethroned for a balance of account. Thus it was they united the mock-majesty of a bloody sceptre and the little traffic of a merchant's counting house, wielding a truncheon with one hand, and picking a pocket with the other/* (Speech, Feb. 7,1787, Part. Hist., Vol. XXV, Col. 287.)
3The Rajah of Benares lost his territory for refusing to make an exorbitant contribution towards defraying the expenses of the Company's wars in the South, for which he recognised no obligation. The Rohillas were extirpated "because the Nabob of Oude required it in compensation for large sums he was forced to pay to the English.
Torrens, p. 221, for quotations of Marquis of Wellesley's despatches, Vol* I, and certain correspondence between the Governor-General and Mr. Dundas.
4Gleig's Life of Munro, Vol. I, p. 266